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One of the first decisions I had to make when I arrived at the
University of Wollongong in Dubai (UOWD) early in 2012 was
whether to go ahead immediately with the new master's
program in Media and Communications. The decision was to
go ahead, we began the program in February 2012, and we
are committed to growing and developing it this year, next
year, and into the future.
The need for postgraduate education in media and
communications is clear when we consider the development
of media and media industries in Dubai at Media City, in Abu
Dhabi at twofour54, in Sharjah and other emirates, and in the
region . We will prepare students to work in these industries;
we will provide people already working in media industries
with the theoretical background and international context
that can lead to career advancement.
Even before MMC started officially, we published a journal
called Middle East Media Educator in August 2011. We made
it available to everyone for free on our website. Now I am
happy to welcome the second issue of Middle East Media
Educator or MEME, once again published by UOWD and
available on our website for free download.
MEME links us with our parent institution, the University of
Wollongong in Australia, where a similar journal focusing on
Asia Pacific media education has been produced since 1996.
Both journals try "to bridge the gap" between the people who
produce media or work in media-related industries and the
academics who prepare the media professionals of tomorrow.
We hope that MEME will contribute to a continuing dialogue
between media practitioners in the UAE and beyond, our
faculty, and our students.
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